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Material for Feature

Pioneering Social Enterprise Gets to the CORE of the Food Waste Problem
A small Edinburgh based charity is leading the business world in Scotland in developing a commercial solution to one of our biggest environmental problems – food waste. 

Food waste in the UK was about 20 million tonnes in 2008 and accounted for almost one-fifth of the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions
The Cyrenians – better known for its work in helping the homeless – has established a thriving social enterprise that helps an impressive list of blue riband customers to dispose of their food waste in a way that not only reduces environmental harm, but actually creates benefit to the environment and some of the most disadvantaged people in the community.
January 2011 sees the second anniversary of Cyrenians Organics Recycling Enterprise, or CORE, as it’s known. CORE is the first food and catering waste recycling service of its kind to be offered to businesses. Food and catering waste can be as much as 70% of the total waste generated by a business. Diverting it from landfill dramatically improves recycling rates.
Why recycle food waste? It prevents food waste going to landfill, where it gives off methane and carbon dioxide, contributing to climate change. Segregated from general waste, food waste stops being waste and becomes useful, as compost and – in the near future - to supply the growing number of anaerobic digestion (or AD) plants in Scotland, which will generate renewable energy.
CORE’s unique approach is to train and supply customers so that they are able to segregate food waste, which is then collected by specially adapted trucks and delivered to companies producing compost. Separating mucky food waste at source also improves the recycling of other materials, such as plastic and glass.
One of CORE’s customers, David Fairhurst, Environment Manager at the Scottish Parliament said: 
“CORE provides a very professional service, but more importantly the environmental benefits of diverting food waste from landfill are considerable. Any organisation looking to reduce the environmental impact of its operation should take advantage of this service.” 
The Scottish Government plans to introduce legislation requiring mandatory food waste collections by 2013. This will increase the quality of other waste that can be separated and recycled for value.
In its Zero Waste Plan launched last summer the Scottish Government sets out key actions and targets to tackle the near 20 million tonnes of waste produced in Scotland every year. The plan focuses on transforming food waste into a valuable resource which can be used to make new products, generate renewable energy, heat and fertiliser with the potential to create over 2000 jobs.
The success of this innovative social business has seen it expand in the last year beyond Edinburgh and the Cyrenians are currently looking at ways of CORE being on offer to as many companies with food waste as possible.

Cyrenians Chief Executive Des Ryan said:

“The potential for CORE is huge, both in reducing environmental harm and supplying renewable energy into the future as well as in providing new jobs and training for people who most need the chance, but as a charity we will need help and investment in scaling it up and achieving that potential.”

Current customers are happy to provide testimonials for CORE and to encourage others to sign up. Matthew Hope, Environmental Specialist at IKEA said,
“The service we have received from CORE at Ikea Edinburgh has been first rate. They are very flexible in finding the best solution and service for recycling.” 
Claire Steven, General Manager at the Capital Hotel (Edinburgh) said:
“The team that operate our food recycling service at CORE have been very supportive in helping us set up our scheme. They have provided invaluable training for our team members and an excellent service throughout our time working with them.” 
Being one of Cyrenians social enterprises, all the profits from CORE are re-invested into creating training opportunities and jobs for disadvantaged people – many of whom have recovered their lives after homelessness
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Contacts

Carol Anne Alcorn, Head of Enterprise, 07814791087 or via 0131 475 2354
Notes
People who have benefited as trainees may be interviewed as part of a feature by arrangement with Cyrenians

Edinburgh Cyrenians (SCO11052) is a long established Scottish charity that provides effective help for people on the margins of our society, including the homeless, and develops social enterprises and community initiatives that create opportunities for homes, jobs and better health. www.cyrenians.org.uk
The charity is recommended by independent analysts New Philanthropy Capital as one of the ten most effective charities of its kind in the UK.
The Scottish Governments Zero Waste Plan was launched in June 2010:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/314168/0099749.pdf
