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Edinburgh Cyrenians Media Release 

Embargoed until DATE

Charity Needs Friends in Deed

The Capital’s longest standing charity for the homeless, Cyrenians, is launching a new initiative to help the public give directly to making a difference to people in crisis. From April 2nd, the public can sign up on their new website to become Friends of Cyrenians.

Providing practical help for over 3,000 people a year the charity is responding to a worsening situation by appealing to big-hearted Scots to become supporters and regular donors. Cyrenians leader Des Ryan explains:
“Demand for our services is rising by the week. It is definitely getting harder for people whose lives come off the tracks. The help we give can be life changing; preventing people spiraling into homeless or families from breaking up or helping youngsters to get a start in life. We are passionate about helping but need more support from the public so that we can do just that.”

Established in the sixties, the Cyrenians have won recognition for innovation and enterprise in tackling big social problems in a hands-on way. 

Business leader, Sir Tom Farmer is a long-term admirer of Cyrenians: "What I like about Cyrenians is that you can see the difference they make. We all know there are a lot of unfortunate people in this city, but there are a lot of good things going on too. This charity is one of them."
- end –

Contact details

Consult about contact details with Phil Reilly, Cyrenians Administrative Coordinator 0131 475 2354

Notes to editors:

Edinburgh Cyrenians (SCO11052) is a long established social welfare and environmental charity that develops activities which engender a more caring and inclusive community, in particular with opportunities for the most excluded people to be involved. See www.cyrenians.org.uk
Edinburgh Cyrenians, Norton Park, 57 Albion Road, Edinburgh EH7 5QY;
 tel 0131 475 2354 fax 0131 475 2355 
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