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NEWS RELEASE

Thursday 4th November

Charity Benefits from Business Brains 
A Scottish charity that specialises in helping people going through tough times has benefited from a unique programme linking city high-flyers with grassroot community projects. 
Three partners from the global professional services firm PwC have completed a programme shadowing workers and volunteers from the Cyrenians charity based in Edinburgh as they help people in crisis to find homes and jobs or to tackle complex personal issues. 
PwC Partners Amanda Clack, Mark Hughes and Ken Walsh gave up their London-based day jobs for a month to come to Edinburgh and take part in the firm’s Responsible Leadership Programme.  
Amanda Clack said. “We have had our eyes opened and our hearts warmed by all the great things Cyrenians do. We have been delighted to see the combination of a huge heart and professionalism delivered by some truly amazing and inspirational people working at Cyrenians.”

“We wanted to give something back by way of observations and in some cases suggested actions that we feel may help the organisation in the coming years, especially given the pending funding cuts.”
The business advice will be used by Cyrenians to ensure that frontline services are working better than ever for the people in sharpest need as times get tougher in the months and years of austerity ahead.

Cyrenians Chief Executive, Des Ryan said: “This is the kind of help that money can’t buy. Amanda, Mark and Ken deal with huge business problems in their day jobs and the advice and the positive feedback they’ve given us on what our charity does for people in need and how we might improve it has given us great encouragement.”
- end –

Contact details

Phil Reilly, Cyrenians 0131 475 2354 philreilly@cyrenians.org.uk
Amanda Clack amanda.clack@uk.pwc.com
Notes to editors:
Edinburgh Cyrenians (SCO11052) is a long established Scottish charity that provides effective help for people on the margins of our society, including the homeless, and develops social enterprises and community initiatives that create opportunities for homes, jobs and better health. www.cyrenians.org.uk
The charity is recommended by independent analysts New Philanthropy Capital as one of the ten most effective charities of its kind in the UK.
PwC (PricewaterhouseCoopers) is a global professional services firm, setting the standard and driving the agenda for its profession. The firm’s Responsible Leadership Programme enables senior people in the organisation to develop a greater awareness of community and social issues, enabling them to give advice to clients based on an understanding of these issues and the impact they may have on their clients' businesses
