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NEWS RELEASE 

MSP SUPPORTS CHARITY INITATIVE ON FOOD WASTE
On Monday 20th December, Sarah Boyack MSP will show her support for CORE, a local food waste recycling initiative, by putting on the overalls and assisting on a collection round on their commercial collection vehicle. 
CORE is owned and operated by the Scottish based charity Cyrenians and currently has around one hundred customers.  This is an inventive way in which local businesses can meet their corporate and social responsibility aims and contribute positively to both environmental and community sustainability by recycling their organic waste.  By composting food waste with CORE instead of sending it to landfill our 100 plus customers are preventing emissions of methane and carbon dioxide which contribute to climate change.
This venture also helps create jobs for members of the community who have been affected by homelessness and are looking to get back into employment.  This is achieved through traineeships and work placements supported by the Cyrenians as they endeavor to help people become more self-sufficient and positive contributors of society. 

CORE also links into the Scottish Government’s Zero Waste Plan. It treats waste as a resource and supports sustainable economic development. All profits made are re-invested back into the charity allowing it to be self-financing and continue its support for community projects. 
Quote from Sarah Boyack MSP
“Cyrenians Organic Recycling Enterprise provides an innovative and environmentally sound solution to food waste and at the same time delivers practical training and work experience for individuals taking steps from being the helped to the helper.  I would encourage the business community to involve themselves with this initiative”

 - end –

Contact details: Phil Reilly, Cyrenians Administrative Coordinator 0131 475 2354

Notes to editors:  Sarah Boyack MSP will be with the CORE at 1100 and then travel on to the Scottish Parliament where CORE collects food waste on a regular basis.

Edinburgh Cyrenians (SCO11052) is a long established social welfare and environmental charity that develops activities which engender a more caring and inclusive community, in particular with opportunities for the most excluded people to be involved. Other social ventures include Cyrenians Farm and the Good Food Programme.

See www.cyrenians.org.uk
